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pageant, the crowds lining the streets began to be restless;
and when they heard the firing in the Citadel, they were
ready to hear the worst. Soon the news spread like wildfire
that Shahin Bey, the Mameluke chief, and his comrades were
killed. The city fell into a panic, shops were closed and the
populace ran to take shelter.

The soldiers made their way to the Mameluke houses
which they pillaged, and the Mamelukes and citizens wearing
Mameluke costumes were chased and murdered wherever
met. In the provinces the governors and mudirs had received
instructions to kill, and similar assaults were made. This
carnage went on for two or three days. On the day following
the massacre, Mohammed Ali, accompanied by his son Tous-
soun, descended from the Citadel surrounded by a brilliant
retifiue. He rode along the streets, shooting pillagers when-
ever he caught them red-handed. Soon order reigned in the
city.

"The massacre of the Mamelukes," in the words of Sir
Charles Murray, the British Consul-General, "was an atro-
cious crime, but it was a necessary prelude to all subsequent
reforms."

"For every drop of blood," said Dr. Bowring, "that
Mohammed Ali spilt that day, he saved more than one inno-
cent person."

Not less than a thousand perished all over the country
during the famous massacre, after which the whole order of
Mamelukes ceased to exist. The remnants who lingered in
Upper Egypt with Ibrahim Bey, or who managed to escape
from Cairo, left the country and found shelter in Nubia,
south of Assuan, where they established themselves until
Mohammed Ali*s expedition to the Sudan in 1820 put an end
to them. Their property was confiscated, and their women-
folk and children were henceforth left in the charge of
Mohammed Ali. The womenfolk were married to Moham-
med Ali's officers and followers, and the children formed the
nucleus of his new military and naval organisations. Thus the
lives of both women and children wgre spared yet to instil
vigour and beauty into the veins of the future generations of
Egypt.

Having thus summarily settled troubles at home, Moham-